HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

viciously valiant Yavanas,'r to use the contemptuous phrase of
the great Sanskrit grammarian, were for ever at war with
their neighbours, when not engaged in the equally absorbing
pastime of internecine struggle.    The inherent vice of the
successors of Alexander's vast empire caused its disintegration
everywhere.   The great conqueror's premature death had pre-
vented him from adopting any kind of constructive policy and
his possessions fell into the clutches of men, whose trade was
war, whether serving as mercenaries to the Egyptian Pharaohs
in the days of Egypt's decline or waging war for plunder and
rapine with the imbecile successors of a Cambyses or a Croesus
and consequently who cared little for or did not understand any
other pursuits. The  Greeks had been forced to abandon their
territories north of the Hindukush, because they had been
"drained dry of blood" by incessant wars and the  same
process was repeated in India.    They suffered the same fate
which  had  overtaken  Sparta  some   four centuries earlier.
Another equally powerful factor in obliterating Greek rule in
India was the gradual process of absorption to which the coins
bear such vivid witness.    From Eukratides to Hermaeus we
perceive* a steady decline of Greek element in these records of
artistic and national feeling Greek weights and standards gave
place to Indian systems ; Indian inscriptions became more
usual, while the Greek equivalents began to show signs of
corruption ; the figures betrayed with interesting frequency, the
handiwork of native craftsmen.     It is tolerably easy to con-
jecture what was happening ; the Greek, cut off from his home
and all chance of intercourse with his countrymen, was inter-
marrying with his neighbours with the usual effect. (Alexander,
it will be remembered, himself took an Oriental Princess for his
wife and encouraged intermarriage with the Asiatics among
his Greek soldiers).   The very fact that Kadphises shared the
throne with Herrnaeus, seems to indicate that Scythian and
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